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UM BUREAU WINS EXCELLENCE AWARDS FOR PUBLICATIONS 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research brought 
home four awards from a recent conference of collegiate business and economic research 
organizations.
Three wins came from the 2008 Association for University Business and Economic 
Research (AUBER) Publication and Web Site Awards. The other was a Fellow of AUBER 
honor given to recently retired BBER director Paul Polzin.
The awards were presented at the AUBER conference held recently in Bellingham, 
Wash. AUBER is the professional association of business and economic research organizations 
at public and private universities and consists of 100 leading university-based economic 
research centers.
“It was a competitive field,” BBER Director Patrick Barkey said. “These awards speak 
to the quality of our publications and research communications. We continue to be an 
example.”
The Award of Excellence in Publication was given to the 2008 Montana Economic 
Outlook Seminar Booklet, the 2007 Kids Count Data Book and Montana Business Quarterly.
The 2008 Montana Economic Outlook Seminar Booklet was given to participants at the
annual Economic Outlook Seminar in which bureau researchers and other experts travel 
statewide presenting recent business trend findings and the outlook for Montana's important 
industries: nonresident travel, health care, agriculture, manufacturing and forest products.
The 2007 Kids Count Data Book presents the information gathered during a statewide 
effort to identity the status and well-being of Montana children. The Montana Kids Count 
project is a collaborative the brings together a wide range of organizations, including 
businesses, nonprofits and government agencies interested in, or involved with, children and 
families. The project is funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.
Montana Business Quarterly includes articles on Montana’s business and economic 
climate. This is the fourth time in the last 25 years the Montana Business Quarterly has been 
recognized with the award.
Though some organizations are phasing out print publications in favor of electronic 
media, BBER Publications Director Shannon Furniss sees the value of having both.
“It is important to have our research available in print so it is available for easy 
distribution to business owners, bank presidents and government officials,” Furniss said. 
“Once read, it can be saved for reference or shared with others.” She added that businesses 
also need quick and easy access to BBER information on the Web.
The Montana Business Quarterly staff includes Shannon Furniss, editor; Amy Joyner, 
reporter; Julie Ehlers, marketing director; and Nate Hegyi, publications assistant.
Polzin, who retired as director of BBER in summer 2008, was given the Fellow of
AUBER award for lifetime achievement and career-long contributions to the organization.
“Paul’s award was richly deserved,” said Barkey, who replaced Polzin after coming 
from a similar position at Ball State University in Indiana.
A research department within UM’s School of Business Administration, BBER 
provides information pertinent to Montana's economy. Economists research and collect 
economic and industry data to assist businesses, government agencies and individuals across 
Montana.
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